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Registered Voters in the Douglas County School 

District 0015, located in Valley, Waterloo and 

outside the city limits shall be mailed a ballot 

between Aug. 25 and Sept. 5, 2015. The  DC West 

School Board of Education, on July 21, 

unanimously approved a resolution that calls a 

Special Election for two bond issues: Proposition A 

and B.  

Ballots will be mailed to registered voters August 
th th

25  to September 5 . The voter registration 
thdeadline is August 28 . The ballot deadline is 5 

p.m. Sept. 15.
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BY SUSAN STERN 
DC WEST COMMUNICATIONS CONSULTANT

VALLEY, Neb. –  Proposition A asks voters to approve 

$38.85 million in funding to renovate, construct and 

demolish some areas of the four schools originally built in 

the 1950s. Prop A would cost $21.84 a month in additional 

property taxes for a home assessed at $100,000. 

Superintendent Melissa Poloncic says the bond issue 

funding is necessary to rehabilitate our district's four old 

schools that are in “dire need” of renovation as the district 

experiences 4 percent annual enrollment growth amid 

deteriorating school buildings. 

If Prop A is approved, antiquated and inefficient electrical, 
plumbing, heating and air conditioning systems would be 
replaced. Restrooms and locker rooms would become 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliant, an 
updated number of 43 Nebraska Fire Marshall code 
violations would be remedied and storm shelters built for 
life safety.    See Bond Issues: Page 2  See Bond Issues: Page 2 Page 1 of 4 | © Douglas County West Community Schools | Aug. 2015  | DCWest.org SPECIAL EDITION
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Grades would be realigned with the preschool and 

elementary school paired together in Waterloo, while 

the middle and high school would share the Valley 

campus. 

Under Prop A, all four schools would become more 

secure with auto-locking entrance mechanisms, a 

campus-wide PA system and camera surveillance, 

common in this day and age. 

Anyone can vote on Prop B, but it would only pass if 

voters approve Prop A.  Proposition B would provide 

$7.1 million to build a Fine Arts and physical education 

addition, including a new district auditorium, 

instrumental and vocal music classrooms, 

multipurpose space and high school locker rooms on 

the Valley campus. The cost would be $3.96 per month 

in property taxes on a $100,000 home value.  

“We’ve listened to voters. We’re giving 

constituents options by presenting two bond 

issues. Prop A is very necessary. It would provide 

funding to bring our schools into the 21st Century 

by fixing the multitude of infrastructure problems, 

state and federal code violations. Prop B would add 

new vocal and instrumental classrooms, a district 

auditorium and locker rooms,” said Melissa 

Poloncic, superintendent of DC West Community 

schools that serve 850 students. 

The Douglas County Election Commission 
reports a total of 4,026 registered voters 
in the DC West School District as of the 
first week of July. 

DC West, concerned about deteriorating 
schools, returned to the drawing board 
last fall and hired outside experts after 
voters in November 2014 turned down by 
132 votes a $45.8 million construction 
bond issue. That vote was close: 1,024 for 
and 1,156 against. 

Douglas County West officials, the 
architect hired by the district and outside 
consultants sought out community 
feedback far and wide before developing 
a new master plan of action to fix the old 
schools. It is hoped that the two bond 
issues give voters choices, something 
constituents had specifically asked for.

Ballots will be mailed Aug. 25 to Sept. 5. 
Election day is Sept. 15, 2015.
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Aug. 28 is the voter registration deadline. Election day is Sept. 15, 2015 

until 5 p.m.  

Election Commission Hours: 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

.  

Valley, Waterloo and residents outside the city within the 

DC West School District 0015 may register to vote by downloading a 

voter registration form at the DCWEST.ORG website (See Facilities 

Bonds tab) and mailing. You may register to vote at a local library, 

when renewing a driver's license or visiting the Election Commission 

office in person,  located at 225 N. 115 St. in Omaha, Neb. 68154. 

(South of West Dodge Road). 

M-F, excluding federal 

holidays Note: voter applications may not be faxed or emailed. 

Phone: (402) 444-VOTE (8683). 

Slide Show Presentation to Board July 13 

See:  SAMPLE BALLOT Page 4  Resident asks question about the two-tier plan. July 13, 2015 DC West Board of Education meeting

 July 21, 2015 DC West Board of Education Special Meeting 

 See: How to Return Ballot Page 3 See: How to Return Ballot Page 3 

A by-mail election is an election conducted by mail. There are no polling 
places. All registered voters within a political subdivision receive their 
ballots by mail. Ballots are mailed to registered voters ten to 20 days 
before the election. The deadline to return voted ballots to the Election 
Commission is 5:00 p.m. on election day. 

If a voter wishes to have his or her ballot mailed to an address other than 
the address where he or she is registered to vote, the voter can fill out an 
Early Voting Ballot Request Form. The request can be mailed or faxed to 
the Election Commission and must be received by 4:00 p.m. the 
Wednesday before election day.

                   Source: Douglas County Election Commission

What is a by-mail election?What is a by-mail election? Voter Registration InformationVoter Registration Information
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The DC West Special Election ballot shall arrive in a standard business-size envelope rather than legal size. Enclosed will be the ballot on letter-
sized paper and a return envelope. If there is more than one registered voter in a household, each individual would mail and apply postage to the 
ballot in his/her own envelope. 

"Please do not combine the ballots with others in your household. Each ballot must be returned in its own envelope. Voters would need to sign 
the envelope only, and not put any markings on it like printing or signing their name or initializing the ballot. It would not be counted. Only sign 
the outside of the envelope," said Valerie Stoj, a Douglas County Election spokeswoman.
  
Postage cost is expected to be a first class stamp. To avoid paying postage, you can expect a couple of drop off places in Valley and Waterloo, 
locations of which have not yet been announced.

 You may also drop off a ballot at four Douglas County Election Commission-authorized locations 24/7. No postage required.

Douglas County Election Commission
225 North 115th St. (located south of 114th and West Dodge Road)
Omaha, Neb.
  
The Charles B. Washington Library
2868 Ames Ave. Omaha Neb.
  
South Omaha Library
2808 Q St.
Omaha, Neb.
  
Bess Johnson Elkhorn Branch Library
2100 Reading Plaza, Elkhorn, Neb.
  
Millard Public Schools Foundation
5225 South 159 Ave. Omaha, Neb.

BALLOT DROP OFF LOCATIONS

DC West Falcons Post-Dispatch                                DCWEST.ORG
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